
1 

 

©BMyers2015 

 

The Way of Jesus:  Choose 

Matthew 7:13-14 

 

Release children 

Introduction – Real objectives  

Much of my career has involved the art and task of teaching.  If you have abilities and gifting in 

teaching, it is exhilarating to deal with material that you love and to present it to your students.  

But having an engaging presentation of your material doesn’t necessarily mean you are an 

effective teacher.  You may just be a motor-mouth.  I don’t who first said it, but I believe that if 

the student hasn’t learned then the teacher hasn’t truly taught.  Now for all you educators, such a 

statement, as you know, has a thousand ramifications.  But the fact of the matter is good teaching 

must result in learning.  There must be a tangible outcome of learning.  In the teaching 

profession, we call them behavioral objectives.  And writing a good measurable behavioral 

objective is one of the first things an aspiring teacher learns to do.   

 

 A behavioral objective or a learning outcome assumes that a change has happened in the 

student.  Perhaps there is a new cognitive understanding that is manifested in some sort of action.  

Or it may be a new skill that has been learned that is then successfully demonstrated.   

 

Jesus wasn’t just a motor-mouth orator who liked to hear himself preach.  He was a master 

teacher who expected a behavioral change in his disciples.  Our mission is to help people find 

and follow Jesus.  The goal of our mission is, as Jesus commanded us in the Great Commission, 

to make disciples.  A true disciple of Jesus will experience a very real change in his or her life.  

Our vision is that we are just ordinary people, being transformed as Jesus-followers…  The 

learning outcome of Jesus’ teaching must be a changing life.   

 

We have, since the beginning of February, been engaged in a series on the Sermon on the Mount.  

Last week, we heard Jesus’ summary statement:  “Therefore, in everything, do to others what 

you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets” (Matt. 7:12).  It was 

the wrap-up for the body of teaching in the Sermon.  But Jesus, the master-teacher, now 

challenges his hearers to a real change in life.  This is the closure, the practical, the application 

section of the Sermon on the Mount.  It’s where the rubber hits the road: 
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Text – Matthew 7:13-14 (NIV) 

Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to 

destruction, and many enter through it. But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to 

life, and only a few find it. 

 

Kingdom perspective 

The Sermon on the Mount speaks to the core of our being. It is radical in that it goes to the root.  

Jesus’ words are not superficial.  It is heart talk.  We would completely miss the mark if, after 

hearing it and unpacking it for several months, we resolved to improve our life just a little bit.  

Jesus won’t allow that.  We either enter the kingdom or we don’t.  There are only two paths.  

There is no third option.   

 

Jesus’ question for you today, and for the last two sermons in the series is, “What are you going 

to do about it?”  Two weeks from today, we’ll consider Jesus’ teaching regarding outcomes in 

our life – is it producing real fruit?  The following week we’ll consider his final admonition to be 

doers of his word and not hearers only.  This week, we are confronted with a choice.  Will you 

take the Broad Road that leads to destruction or the Narrow Road that leads to life?  There is no 

third option.   

 

The Broad Road 

The Broad Road – the popular road – is the default road.  It accommodates many people.  It’s 

kind of like a ten-lane freeway in Los Angeles compared to a hiking path up the side of a 

mountain.  There really are no boundaries there.  You can believe what you’d like and do 

whatever you want – unless, of course, you violate the laws of society and then you’ll do time.  

But even in that, you remain on the Broad Road.   

 

The Broad Road is the pathway of our post-modern society today.  Post-modernists reject 

absolute truth.  It’s too confining.  You believe what you want and I believe what I want.  You 

have your truth; I have mine.  The post-modern way of approaching life is more and more the 

accepted way in our American culture.  It is the path of diversity of opinions and laxity of 

morals.  Tolerance and permissiveness are the bywords of this group.  How dare anyone say that 
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homosexuality is wrong!  No one has a right to tell a woman what to do with the baby inside her 

womb.  In our post-modern world, the one absolute is that there are no absolutes; which, of 

course, is an absolute absurdity.  No rules.  Do what you feel is right.  That’s one group of people 

on the Broad Road.   

 

Another group of people on the Broad Road are those have willfully rejected God’s revealed 

truth.  They are the ones ignore the Bible and its call to righteous living.  They may fully know 

what the Bible teaches but they have rejected it.  “It’s passé,” they say.  They’re living in sin and 

enjoying it.  They’re selfish and live for their own gain and pleasure.  This is a very popular 

group that treads the broad way. 

 

Tragically, there is another group of people who walk the Broad Road who seem to be nice 

people.  They consider themselves religious people – as long as it doesn’t cramp their style.  

They may go to church when it’s convenient.  They’ll give lip-service to the Bible and to Jesus, 

but it doesn’t really affect the way they think and live.  To be in this group is perhaps the most 

tragic of all. They are deceived.  They may think that they are not on the Broad Road, but they 

enjoy the wide contours, convenience, and freedoms that it offers.  The faith that they profess 

doesn’t shape and control their life.  How tragic it will be for them on Judgement Day: 

 

…someone said to [Jesus], “Lord, will those who are saved be few?” And he said to 

them, “Strive to enter through the narrow door. For many, I tell you, will seek to enter 

and will not be able. When once the master of the house has risen and shut the door, and 

you begin to stand outside and to knock at the door, saying, ‘Lord, open to us,’ then he 

will answer you, ‘I do not know where you come from.’ Then you will begin to say, ‘We 

ate and drank in your presence, and you taught in our streets.’ But he will say, ‘I tell you, 

I do not know where you come from. Depart from me, all you workers of evil!’ In that 

place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham and Isaac and 

Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God but you yourselves cast out. 

Luke 13:25-25 

It is not so much the pathway, but the destination that is of ultimate significance.  The Broad 

Road leads to destruction.  We don’t know a lot about hell.  Like heaven, we are given a few 
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glimpses in Scripture.  It is a real place.  It is a place of eternal torment.  There is no relief.  In 

Revelation, it is called the Lake of Fire.  Jesus likened it to Gehenna, the rotting dump outside of 

Jerusalem where the fire never ceased to burn.  Ponder this:  hell is a place where there is no 

good thing.  There is no comfort, there is no love, there is no light, and there no hope.  To 

contemplate hell – the ultimate destination of the Broad Road – is to entertain ultimate horror.  

At this time of year, our culture plays games with the idea of hell and hellish things.  But hell is 

not a matter of amusement.  Eye has not seen, nor has any ear heard the horrors that are reserved 

for those on the Broad Road.  It is the suicide road. 

 

The Narrow Road 

Jesus tells his disciples, “Enter through the narrow gate.”  God’s way is not spacious.  It is 

confining.  Poverty of spirit is not easy.  Meekness does not come naturally to us.  No one wants 

to mourn for their sins or hunger and thirst for righteousness.  Peacemaking is hard and 

persecution is not something we seek.  Everything that Jesus had taught in the Sermon on the 

Mount – prayer, giving, fasting, non-retaliation, purity, and so on – are counter to our human 

nature.  The gate is narrow and the pathway is confining.  The Narrow Road requires a choice 

and intention on our part.   

 

The Narrow Road is confining because its boundaries are clearly marked.  Jesus said, “I am the 

way…” (John 14:6).  “There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 

given among men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).  It is only by faith in Jesus Christ 

that we enter through the narrow gate and tread the Narrow Road that leads to life.  Like a 

turnstile, we can’t take our baggage with us.  At the gate we leave the ways of the world – the 

ways they think and the ways they act.  We leave the crowds behind.  We’ll never enter the 

narrow gate by a popular appeal to the masses.  We leave our selfish desires behind and 

determine to walk within the boundaries that God has given us in his Word.  Walking the Narrow 

Road isn’t something that we do casually.  It demands a decision and a commitment.  By its 

nature, the Narrow Road controls our life.   

 

Most people are put off by narrowness and having to make a choice.  It is not easy.  That’s why 

there are fewer people on the Narrow Road.  Narrowness, in its usual sense, is repulsive to 
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people.  Only those who truly tread the Narrow Road know of its glory.  And it is indeed 

wonderful and glorious.  Within the boundaries of God’s way, there is freedom from guilt and 

the controlling power of sin.  There is deep fellowship that even transcends friendship with your 

fellow travelers.  There is peace that those on the Broad Road can never know.  There is hope 

even in the most difficult of circumstances.  Travelers on the Broad Road know nothing of that.  

And in the end, there is eternal life.  In fact, those who tread the Narrow Way are already 

experiencing life.  They have entered into the kingdom of God where he rules and reigns.  Unlike 

the horrors of the hellish destiny reserved for those on the Broad Road, those who travel the 

Narrow Road will delight in the eternal glory of God in heaven.  “What no eye has seen, nor ear 

heard nor the heart of man imagined, what God has prepared for those who love him” (I Cor. 

2:9).  

 

Choose 

Some have wondered, given this teaching, whether or not there will only be a few saved.  That is 

the concern that Jesus addressed in the passage from Luke that we just read.  His answer is not 

clear.  In one sense, Jesus seems to be saying only a few will be saved because the gate is 

narrow.  In the passage in Luke, he was addressing the Jewish religious crowd who just assumed 

that they would be included, by default, into the kingdom of God. His words are stern.  He is 

warning them to intentionally enter in through the narrow gate.  Don’t think, he is saying, just 

because you are Jews you will enter into the kingdom of God.  You must choose and enter 

through the narrow gate.  The same could be said of us today.  Don’t think that just because you 

attend church that you will enter into the kingdom of God.  You must choose and enter through 

then narrow gate.  But at the end of the passage, he adds these wonderful words:  

 

“…people will come from east and west, and from north and south, and recline at table in 

the kingdom of God.  And behold, some are last who will be first, and some are first who 

will be last.” 

Luke 13:29-30 

 

It is not for us to know how many will enter the kingdom of God – whether it will be many or 

few.  The question before you and me is whether or not we, ourselves, are on the Narrow Road.  
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There is a Broad Road and there is a Narrow Road.  There is no other.  Either you are on the 

roadway of destruction or the pathway of life.  There is no other choice.  It is not enough to just 

hear the wonderful words of Jesus.  You must choose.  You must act.  Today, the question is, 

“What are you going to do about it.”   

 

The words of Ecclesiastes 7:2 are quite troublesome.  “It is better to go to the house of mourning 

than to go to the house of feasting, for this is the end of all mankind, and the living will lay it to 

heart.”  What will you have on your deathbed?  That day is coming.  We all have a date with 

death.  Will you have walked the Broad Road or the Narrow Road?  If you are on the Broad 

Road, all you will have is fear, horror, torment, and destruction.  Jesus is very clear about that.  

If, however, you have passed through the narrow gate, leaving the world behind to follow Jesus 

and placing your faith in him alone, you will have an eternity of joy and delight in the presence 

of God.     

 

These are the words of Jesus.  This is the way of Jesus.  Today, you are faced with a choice.  

Which way will you choose?   

 


